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Don’t Blame the Germans
Words and music by John J. Donahue*
Published in 1915; no recording documented

Don’t blame the Germans for it isn’t right.

Remember they are one to five in this gigantic fight.

With the Allies all against them, yet they hold their own.

It’s hard to beat the Germans on the land or on the foam.
England has its famous fleet, upon the mighty seas;

The Germans, with their submarines, torpedo them with ease,
And Russia with her millions upon the battlefield

Can’t overcome the Germans and will soon be forced to yield.

Hoch! Hoch the Kaiser, he’s the man we see

Trying day and night to save old Germany!

My fatherland, my fatherland, the place so dear to me,

Our soldiers brave will try to save our home across the sea.

French and the Belgians, misled by England’s greed,

Must very soon surrender, for they know they can’t succeed.
And Italy attempts to save them from disgrace,

For neutral she should still remain and keep her proper place.
British will not conquer while the German shot and mine
Protect and guard the land and sea, and sacred river Rhine.
The Kaiser is determined, and has been from the start,

To win this bitter struggle for each loyal German heart.

Hoch! Hoch the Kaiser...

*Little is known about songwriter John J. Donahue. He wrote at least one
other “national war song” of WW 1, “Just For the Sake of Gold,” which was
also published by his own firm, Donahue Music, in Lawrence, Massachusetts,
in 1915. It was apparently a song condemning the profiteers of the munitions
industry and warning against American military involvement. In 1918, he
changed his tune with the patriotic song “The Call of the U.S.A.” calling on
all Americans to join in the war effort regardless of their ethnic backgrounds.



